
 
 

TACO MARY  

A Myrrh Films and Luminist Films Co-Production  

TAGLINE: 

Sometimes it pays to believe. 

 

LOGLINE: 

When Rob, an atheist, sees the Virgin Mary in his taco he finds himself struggling with 

his beliefs, his principles, and his love of tacos. 

 

SYNOPSIS: 

When atheist Rob sees the image of the Virgin Mary in his taco, he finds himself in a 

quandary of whether or not he believes the image is really there and what he should do 

with the taco. June, the owner, sees nothing wrong with the taco and won’t remake the 

taco or refund his money. Maya, the cook, sees the Virgin Mary and customer Jayson  

wants to sell it on e-bay. When Rob cuts a deal with June, he finds out that sometimes it 

pays to believe. 

 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT: 

 

It is my hope that “Taco Mary” is not just a comedy about an atheist seeing the Virgin  

Mary, but provokes some thoughts about faith, beliefs, commerce, the small business 

owner’s struggle in big box America—and the beauty and miracles around us. The film 

explores some uniquely American issues about spectacle, religion, and money. As a 



capitalist society that is also deeply religious, our culture (and the film) often tows the 

fine line between commercialism and faith, between the sacred and the profane. And I 

 

hope the film feels timely--when the television crew comes to broadcast the miracle, the 

reporter states “despite the war, the economy, the housing crisis and high gas prices, we 

are hopeful and ready to believe in a sign from the Heavens”. “Taco Mary” was inspired 

by my Catholic upbringing, my faith and struggle in faith, my husband Nick, and most 

likely Underpass Mary, a phenomenon in Chicago where the Virgin Mary appeared on a 

concrete wall under the highway. And from one menu featuring hot dogs and tacos to the 

obsession with our sports teams, “Taco Mary” is a true blue Chicago story.  

DIRECTOR’S BIO: Mary Novak has a B.A. in English & Creative Writing from 

Northeastern Illinois University and an MFA in Film & Video from Columbia College 

Chicago. She worked several years freelancing, which included writing and producing 

video segments for educational media. Her recent short film “Highlights” screened in 

several festivals including Garden State Film Festival (Best Family Short), Salento 

International Film Festival (Italy}, San Diego Women’s Film Festival, Gold Lion 

International Film Festival (Swaziland). Long Island International Expo (Best Art 

Direction), Canterbury Short Film Festival (New Zealand). Her script “Taco Mary” won 

Best Screenplay at 2008  

D.C. Shorts Film Festival and the film will premiere at 2009 D.C. Shorts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTORS BIOS: 
 

 

Desmin Borges’ Film and television credits: Taco Mary, Viva El Mariachi, Cherry, Good 

People, Between Two Suns, Evolution and True Blood on HBO. Chicago Theatre credits 

include: Boleros for The Disenchanted (Goodman Theatre), The Defiant Muse and I Sailed 

with Magellan (Victory Gardens), Elliot (A Soldier’s Fugue) (Steppenwolf Garage). 

Regional credits include: Esperanza Rising (The Children’s Theatre Co. in Minneapolis). 

Desmin can be seen this fall in the World Premiere of The Elaborate Entrance of Chad 

Deity by Kristoffer Diaz at the Victory Gardens Biograph Theatre. Desmin is an 

Ensemble Member of Teatro Vista and a graduate of The Theatre School at DePaul 

University.  



 

Samantha Garcia is a graduate of The University of Texas at Austin and has lived and 

worked all over the world. Since making Chicago her home, she has become a proud 

company member of both A Reasonable Facsimile Theatre Company, and Bare Boned 

Theatre. Many thanks to the cast and crew of "Taco Mary" for making this a truly 

enjoyable experience.  



 

Adam Shalzi is from Chicago and holds a B.F.A. in Acting from the University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign. Theatre credits include Redmoon Theater, Collaboraction, Illinois 

Shakespeare Festival, Theatre Building Chicago, Redtwist Theatre, and more. He has 

worked on several short films and feature films this past year with the independent film 

community in Chicago. Adam is in the conservatory program at The Second City and 

performs improv with KC Redheart at The Playground Theater.  



 

Yunuen Oseguera Pardo was born in Mexico where throughout her teen years she 

performed in various theatre and dance productions. After a year of studies in Vienna, 

Austria she moved to Chicago where she began her acting and production studies at 

Columbia College. She has been in several feature and short films and theatre productions 

in Chicago such as “Equal Opportunity Offender,” a compilation of monologues done by 

and for the “Leukemia and Lymphoma Society,” and “El juego que todos jugamos,” 

played in Spanish. She is currently working on a feature and two short films and a play 

called "Erendira," an adaptation from a short story by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.  



 

Josh Ryder has been performing for imaginary audiences since the tender age of 3. At the 

age of 7 real people started showing up and paying attention. Josh has worked onstage, 

behind the stage, under the stage and precariously perched above the stage as well. He has 

also spent time in front of, behind and just off to the side of the camera. When he can find 

a spare moment, Josh also works in post production as a compositor and animator with 

his one man and two cat production company 4029 Designs. As an avid fan of both 

Tacos and the Virgin Mary, Josh's experiences working on Taco Mary have been both 

heavenly and high in calories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Kayce Alltop is pleased to be working with Mary for the second time. Previous to Taco 

Mary Kayce played a hairdresser in Highlights. Other film credits include Dismembering 

James Walker and Interview Skills (Fortune Magazine). Kayce also performs with pH 

Productions, Annoyance Theater and i.O. Theater. Voice Over credits include 

McDonald`s, PGA Gold and the Conduit (Wii Games). Thanks to Mary and Laurie, she 

hopes to work with them again soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



END TITLES/CAST and CREW:  
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POSTCARD FRONT:  
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